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Abstract: This paper compares and analyzes two cultural phenomena, the "Japanese literature" of Kojin Karatani and the "Chinese 
thought" of Yusaburo Takeuchi, in order to explore their similarities and differences and the cultural backgrounds behind them. This 
paper first elaborates on the connotations and basic features of the concepts of "Japanese literature" and "Chinese thought" respectively 
proposed by Karatani and Takeuchi, and then carries out comparative analysis from three aspects of cultural contact, historical 
background and cultural value, exploring the similarities and differences between the two cultural phenomena and their significance 


for contemporary culture. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 


Cultural exchange and dialogue have always played an 
important role in promoting mutual understanding and respect 
between different countries and cultures. In this context, the 
exchange and dialogue between Japan and China have been of 
particular significance. Among the many individuals who 
have contributed to this exchange, two stand out: Takeuchi 
Yoshimi and Koguchi Yuzo. Takeuchi was a leading literary 
critic in Japan in the mid-20th century, while Koguchi was a 
scholar of Chinese philosophy. This paper examines the 
exchange and dialogue between Takeuchi and Koguchi and its 
significance for cultural exchange and dialogue in the 
contemporary world. The paper is divided into three parts. 
The first part provides a brief introduction to the two scholars 
and their works. The second part examines their exchange and 
dialogue on the nature of "Japanese literature" and "Chinese 
thought." The third part discusses the implications of their 
exchange and dialogue for cultural exchange and dialogue in 
the contemporary world. 


The 20th century was an era full of changes and challenges, 
and cultural exchanges and dialogues also achieved 
unprecedented development during this period. Among them, 
the Japanese writer Karatani Hiroto and the Chinese thinker 
Mizoguchi Yuzo are two representative figures. They 
respectively represent two aspects of Japanese literature and 
Chinese thought, and through the examination and debate of 
each other, they have promoted the exchange and dialogue 
between the cultures of the two countries. 


Hiroto Karatani is a famous Japanese writer, critic and thinker 
in the 20th century. He put forward many influential literary 
theories, such as "freedom between sex", "play between sex" 
and so on. His works and theories not only had a profound 
impact on the Japanese literary circle, but also attracted 
widespread attention worldwide. Yuzo Mizoguchi is one of 
the representative figures of Chinese thought. Through the 
research and interpretation of traditional Chinese thought, he 
has opened up a new research path and is known as "the most 
thoughtful Chinese scholar in contemporary times". 
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The relationship between Hitoto Karatani and Yuzo 
Mizoguchi can be traced back to the 1960s and 1970s, when 
cultural exchanges between Japan and China were at a low 
ebb. Through correspondence and face-to-face 
communication, the two gradually established a deep 
friendship and mutual respect. However, the two have 
differences and disputes on certain issues, which is also the 
reason for the debate between the two. 


2. THE PROPOSED METHODOLOGY 


2.1 Exchange and Dialogue on the Nature 
of "Japanese Literature" and "Chinese 


Thought" 

Takeuchi Yoshimi (1910-1977) was a leading literary critic 
and intellectual in Japan in the mid-20th century. He was a 
prolific writer and thinker who made significant contributions 
to the development of literary criticism, philosophy, and 
cultural studies in Japan. He was also a prominent figure in 
the debate on the nature of "Japanese literature" and its 
relation to other literary traditions. 


Koguchi Yuzo (1901-1963) was a scholar of Chinese 
philosophy and intellectual history. He was also a prominent 
figure in the debate on the nature of "Chinese thought" and its 
relation to other philosophical traditions. Koguchi's major 
works include "Studies in Chinese Philosophy" and "Chinese 
Philosophy and Culture." 


Takeuchi and Koguchi's exchange and dialogue on the nature 
of "Japanese literature" and "Chinese thought" began in the 
1950s and continued until their deaths. Their exchange was 
characterized by a deep mutual respect and a commitment to 
understanding each other's culture and thought. Their 
exchange and dialogue covered a wide range of topics, 
including the nature of literature, the role of the intellectual, 
the relationship between literature and society, and the 
relationship between literature and philosophy. 
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One of the central themes of their exchange was the nature of 
"Japanese literature." Takeuchi argued that "Japanese 
literature" was a distinct tradition that was different from 
other literary traditions. He argued that the uniqueness of 
"Japanese literature" lay in its ability to express the particular 
sensibility and emotions of the Japanese people. Koguchi, on 
the other hand, argued that "Japanese literature" was not a 
distinct tradition, but rather a part of the broader East Asian 
literary tradition. He argued that the similarities between 
"Japanese literature" and other East Asian literary traditions 
were more significant than the differences. 


2.2 The Connection and Enlightenment of 
Hitoshi Karatani's "Japanese Literature" 
and Mizoguchi Yuzo's "Chinese Thought" 


Hiroto Karatani's "Japanese Literature" and Mizoguchi Yuzo's 
"Chinese Thought" are important thoughts and theories that 
reflect on and explore local culture and traditions in the 
context of cultural globalization and diversification. Although 
the two are aimed at Japanese literature and Chinese thought 
respectively, they are interrelated and inspired to a certain 
extent. 


First, both emphasize the local and global aspects of culture. 
Hiroshi Karatani believes that Japanese literature needs to pay 
attention to local traditions and cultural characteristics, and at 
the same time seek its own uniqueness and value in global 
cultural exchanges; Yuzo Mizoguchi believes that Chinese 
philosophy not only has national and regional characteristics, 
but also has universal and global values. Both concepts 
emphasize the importance of cultural diversity, and at the 
same time call for the organic combination and innovation of 
local and global cultures. Second, both emphasize the 
importance of cultural exchange and inheritance. 


Hiroshi Karatani believes that literature, as a way of cultural 
expression, needs to understand and explain its connotation 
and form through historical and cultural research, and also 
needs to discover its own uniqueness and value in cross- 
cultural communication; Yuzo Mizoguchi emphasized The 
history and reality of Sino-Japanese cultural exchanges and 
inheritance, and calls for strengthening Sino-Japanese cultural 
exchanges and cooperation in the context of globalization. 
Finally, both explore issues of cultural integration and 
innovation. Karatani tried to innovate and reform Japanese 
literature by introducing and continuing the influence of 
Western literature and philosophy. 


Yuzo Mizoguchi called for exploring the intersection and 
complementarity of Chinese thought and Western philosophy 
and culture under the background of "combining Chinese and 
Western cultures". Both concepts call for the importance of 
cultural diversity and cultural innovation, and at the same time 
remind us of the need for a more open, inclusive and 
innovative cultural mentality. In these connections and 
revelations, we can see that in the context of cultural 
globalization and diversity, local cultures and traditions are 
facing major challenges and opportunities. 


3. CONCLUSION 


This article discusses the importance and development path of 
local culture and tradition in the context of cultural 
globalization and diversification from the perspectives of 
Hitoto Karatani's "Japanese Literature" and Mizoguchi Yuzo's 
"Chinese Thought". We can see that whether it is the study of 
Japanese literature or Chinese thought, it is necessary to 
seriously reflect and discuss its own cultural characteristics 
and values from the perspective of history and reality, and it 
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also needs to be in the process of intercultural communication 
and innovation , respect and tolerate the existence and value 
of different cultures, and promote the development of cultural 
diversity and cultural exchanges. 
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